Developers Respond to Demand for
Downtown Housing

Casto Communities, Berardi Architects, and
National Church Residences recently announced
plans to develop 198 units of housing downtown.
When completed, the developments will provide
one- and two-bedroom units and live-work
space opportunities for those interested in
having office space on the first floor connected
with second floor living space.

The downtown housing market is
underserved. According to a downtown
multifamily housing analysis conducted by
The Danter Company in January 2000, the market
for housing can support an additional 1,160
units annually for the next 4 to 6 years.
Efforts by Mayor Coleman, City Council, and
Capitol South to assist projects have made
new housing development in downtown
economically feasible.

Anyone interested in finding out more
about downtown housing demand can obtain
an executive summary of The Danter Company’s
Downtown Multifamily Housing Analysis in
Columbus by contacting Capitol South at
461-4440.
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Casto Communities’ Mound and Third Apartments
Location: NE Corner of Mound and Third Streets
Number of Units: 60 1BR and 2BR Units

Retail/Office: 20 units are live-work units that have first floor
office space connected to second floor living space.

National Church Residences’ Commons at Grant and Fulton
Location: NE corner of Grant Avenue and Fulton Street
Number of Units: 100 SRO units

Retail: None

Berardi Architects’ Gardens at Grant

Location: SE corner of Grant Avenue and Walnut Street
Number of Units: 38 1BR and 2BR units

Retail: 1,800 square feet of ground floor retail

Capital Crossroads 175 South Third Street Suite 385 Columbus, OH 43215

Contact Us!

Capital Crossroads SID employee
and newsletter editor, Lisa
Defendiefer, is interested in hearing
any comments or concerns that you
might have. She can be reached by
dialing 461-7823. Individuals
interested in talking directly with
Chan Cochran, Chairman of the
Board of Trustees, can reach him
by calling 224-0600.

August/September
Calendar of Events in the
Capital Crossroads SID

August
Aug. 4:

Aug. 11:
Aug. 24:
Aug. 26:

September
Sept. 6:

Sept. 7-9:
Sept. 8-9:
Sept. 11-0Oct. 7:
Sept. 13-23:
Sept. 14:

Sept. 21-23:
Sept. 22-23:

Sept. 22-23:
Sept. 25-30:

Sept. 28-0ct. 13:
Sept. 28-29:

Need more details?

Visit the Columbus Convention and Visitor’s
Bureau website, columbuscvb.org and
CAPA's website, www.capa.com

Capital Crossroads Special Improvement District
to Launch Services Soon

Capital Crossroads Special Improvement District
will launch its service program in January 2002.
The District, formed in response to a growing
concern about the conditions in the core area
of downtown Columbus, will focus on making
the area cleaner and safer. Services will be
funded by an annual assessment of property
owners that will total $1.2 million and annual
contributions of $200,000 each from the City
of Columbus and COTA. The Franklin County
Commissioners, Convention Facilities Authority,
and General Services Administration have also
committed funding. A request to the State of
Ohio is pending. Environmental maintenance,
supplemental security, visual enhancements,
and promotional services are slated for a
25-square block District that is generally bound
by Ohio Center Way to the north, Third Street
to the east, Fulton Street to the south, and
Front Street to the west. Services will be provided
until December 31, 2006. Responses to common
guestions related to Capital Crossroads Special
Improvement District are detailed below.

What is a special improvement district?

A special improvement district a self-help tool
that allows property owners within a self-defined
district to organize and assess themselves the
cost of providing area-wide services. If owners
representing 60% of the front feet along public
streets and alleys within a district agree to
create a SID and provide services, then all
owners within the district are required to
contribute their share of the cost.

Who formed Capital Crossroads Special
Improvement District?

Capitol South, the City of Columbus and Greater
Columbus Chamber of Commerce surveyed area
property owners in 1999 to gauge their interest
in funding a management district for the area.
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Owners expressed a strong interest in such

a district. Subsequently, property owners
representing 72% of the front feet in the
downtown core petitioned Columbus City Council
to levy an assessment to pay for services.

What types of services will the SID provide?
The SID will provide environmental maintenance
services that make the District cleaner and
control litter on sidewalks and connecting
public spaces. Services will include power
washing of sidewalks, sidewalk sweeping,
and graffiti removal.

Supplemental security services will be
provided to make the District safer and improve
perceptions of safety. Radio-equipped and
uniformed foot and bicycle patrols will furnish
community "ambassador" services for the
general public and surveillance to assist in
the intervention and prevention of crime.

Promotions will be designed to improve
the image of the District, increase consumer
traffic, and generate interest in leasing
commercial space. Trustees will begin developing
a promotional program in late 2001, for
commencement in 2002.

Member services will be designed to increase
appreciation for downtown, strengthen the
cohesiveness of the District, and improve
communication among members of the District
and governmental or quasi-governmental
agencies. Among other things, the SID will
advocate for downtown-friendly city policies
and services.

Visual enhancements will be designed to
make the District more appealing and interesting.
Some examples include landscaping, public art,
water features, lighting, and audio features.

Who will actually provide the services?

Capital Crossroads Special Improvement District
will first focus on providing environmental
maintenance and supplemental security services
by contract. Capital Crossroads is currently
reviewing proposals submitted by nine
companies that are interested in providing these
services to the District.

Who can | contact with concerns and comments?
Capital Crossroads SID employees, Lisa
Defendiefer and Cleve Ricksecker, can be
contacted with any comments or concerns.
They can be reached at 461-7823.

High Streets Pilot
Program Expands

Since April 2000 COTA, the City of Columbus,
and Capitol South have been funding a pilot
program along High Street. The program has
provided supplemental security services, litter
and graffiti control, and limited landscaping.
According to Palmo Aracri, owner of Café
Napolitano at 40 North High Street, that money
was well spent. Aracri no longer needs to spend
his mornings picking up trash in front of his
restaurant. He used to collect enough to fill two
bags on a daily basis. Now, according to Aracri,
“things look much cleaner and have turned
around 100%”"

The original pilot program spanned a three-
block area along High Street from Gay Street
to Town Street. In July 2001, program was
expanded to nine blocks along High Street from
Nationwide Boulevard to Mound Street.

Environmental maintenance employees work
from 7 am to 7 pm, and supplemental security
officers work from 11 am to 8 pm, Monday -
Saturday. Any property owners or tenants who
have questions or comments about the program
can contact Lisa Defendiefer at 461-7823.



Urban Matters, Capital
Crossroads Delivers Its First
Bi-Monthly Newsletter

Capital Crossroads SID is pleased to deliver
its first newsletter, Urban Matters, to property
owners and tenants in the 25-square block
District. The newsletter is intended to promote
properties and businesses, build a sense of
community, and communicate matters of concern
to the District’s constituents. Articles will feature
new businesses, building improvements,
calendars of upcoming events, and articles
about how assessments are serving the District.
Anyone interested in submitting material for
the newsletter, should contact Lisa Defendiefer
at 461-7823.

Success Stories
in Philadelphia and
Washington, D.C.

Office Occupancy

< In Downtown Philadelphia, office occupancy
rates increased from 83.5% in 1995 to 92.6%
in 2000. Convention Center attendance rose
from approximately 985,000 in 1995 to 1.3
million in 2000.

Perceptions of Downtown

e In downtown Washington, D.C., 53% of
respondents indicated they felt safe in 1997.
By 2000, 84% of respondents indicated they
felt safe. In 1997, 29% of respondents indicated
that there was lots to do downtown compared
to 79% of respondents in 2000.

< In downtown Philadelphia, 59% of respondents
indicated they felt safe most of the time in 1995
while in 2000, 76% felt safe. In reality, crimes
that included robbery, assault, burglary, auto
theft, and all other types of theft fell by 33%
from 1995 to 2000.

Changing the Face
of Downtown

New Business Spotlight
Lin Lin’s

If you are craving some Chinese food for lunch
or dinner, be sure to stop at Lin Lins at 205
South High Street. Soon after its grand opening
in mid-June, the restaurant already has generated
a number of regular customers because of its
great food, service, and warm atmosphere.
According to Pin Y Lin (Linda), the restaurant’s
owner, customers’ favorite menu items include
General Tso's chicken, mushroom chicken, teriyaki
chicken, potstickers, and eggrolls.

Although Linda is fairly new to Columbus,
it did not take her long to start her own business
downtown. In April 2001, with encouragement
of friends she decided to lease the space formerly
occupied by another eating establishment and
operate a new restaurant. According to Linda,
people and area businesses have all been
extremely supportive of her and her new
establishment.

51N. High

A facade assistance program is available to property owners and tenants within Capital Crossroads
Special Improvement District who are interested in making improvements to their buildings’ facades.
The program, funded by Capitol South and the City of Columbus, began operating in winter 2000
and has already helped a number of property owners and tenants give their facades a facelift.
Property owners and first-floor retail tenants having a lease for at least five years are eligible.

If your project is approved, up to $15,000 is available for mid-block buildings and up to $22,500
is available for corner buildings. A one-to-one cash match is required. Anyone interested in learning
more about the program should contact Capitol South at 461-4440.

Patrons will tell you that Lin Lins is an
improvement over the building’s previous
establishment, particularly with regard to the
quality of food and the atmosphere. The
restaurant’s interior has changed for the better.
With the help of Linda’s close friend, Brad
Daughters, the restaurant’s interior has been
transformed into a warm, pleasant atmosphere.
Customers now can even look into the spotless
kitchen where they can see the cook prepare
their favorite entrees.

Lin Lins is open Monday —Saturday from
11 am to 8 pm. Customers dining at lunchtime
can either sample twelve entrees from a
reasonably priced buffet that operates from
11 am to 2 pm, or order from the menu.

Interior view of Lin Lin’s.

22 E. Gay

Jeff Davis, owner of Café Brioso

147 E. Main

201 S.High

New Business Spotlight
Café Brioso

If the scent of freshly roasted coffee and
homemade baked goods lead you near the
corner of Gay and High Streets, you can credit
Jeff Davis’ Café Brioso. Jeff Davis opened the
coffeehouse on June 20 and believes the goods
and services provided by the on-site coffee
roaster, baker, and head barista will bring
customers back again and again.

Jeff takes his coffee roasting seriously,
believing it is a skill based in both art and
science. He comes to downtown Columbus after
leaving his roaster position at Stauf’s coffeehouse
in Grandview where, over four years, he honed
his coffee roasting skills. Jeff is excited about
having the opportunity to roast coffee he has
carefully selected from around the world in his
own cafe. He loves being downtown and feels
that his business will flourish with support from
area office workers, residents, and downtown
visitors.

Customers can choose their favorite beverage
and food items from a wide assortment of
beverages, baked goods, homemade soups,
salads, and sandwiches that are prepared daily.
Cafe Brioso is open from 7 am to 6 pm Monday
— Friday and from 9 am to 5 pm on Saturday.

Employee Spotlight
Dexter Clark

Dexter Clark, an environmental maintenance
supervisor for the High Street Pilot Program,
is leading the charge to improve the appearance
of High Street’s pedestrian areas. According to
Dexter, people have noticed the positive change.
In addition to the 20 to 30 people who thank
him everyday for the valuable service he provides
downtown, COTA bus drivers say they are thrilled
with the vast improvement around their bus stops.

Dexter interacts with the public on a regular
basis by giving directions, saying “hello” (in
Japanese, Spanish, or English), and providing
other assistance. He also supervises 3 employees
to make certain they provide the best quality
services that they can.

Dexter recently began working downtown
in High Street’s Pilot Program after serving in
the military in various management capacities
and returning home to help his mother
rehabilitate from health problems. He is enthused
about working downtown again where there is
always something going on and feels as
comfortable downtown as he did over 30 years

Fast Facts

= In the year 2000, over 5 million people visited
downtown’s major institutions, cultural centers,
and Columbus’ Convention Center.

= Over 2.3 million people attended festivals
downtown in 2000 with the most popular
events being Columbus Jazz and Ribs Fest,
Red White and Boom, the Columbus Arts Fest,
and the Rhythm and Food Fest.

Downtown has about as many students
attending classes as a big ten university.
Over 26,800 students attend Columbus
State, CCAD, Franklin University, and Capital
Law School.

Investment in the downtown totaled over
$1.3 billion from 1997 through June 2001,
with $906 million from private sector and
$408 million from the public sector.

The editors at Fodor’s Travel Publications
consider Columbus one of ten overlooked
and underrated destinations that are ideal for
an out of the way get-away.

According to Columbus Monthly’s July 2001
edition, downtown offers some of the best
in the region:
= Downtown has a great fishing hole! Readers
ranked the Scioto River downtown as the
best urban fishing hole.
= CATCO (Contemporary American Theatre
Company) received top honors as the best
live theater group in Columbus.
= Mitchell’s Steakhouse was rated the best
upscale restaurant.

Dexter Clark, Environmental Maintenance Worker

ago when he worked at Lazarus and Gilbert’s

Shoe Store. Downtown is also near and dear

to his heart because it is where he and a special
someone from years back were reunited. Now
they are happily married.



